Vol. 44 No. 07 


Workers install new crossover prevention barriers along I-195 in Upper Freehold Township. 


NJIDOT meets Median Crossover 
Protection program milestone 


NJDOT Commissioner Jim Simpson stood along 
I-195 at Exit 8 in Upper Freehold Township on July 26 
to tout the Department's successful Median Crossover 
Protection program. The Commissioner noted that 
NJDOT reached a milestone last week when it installed 
new crossover prevention barriers on Route 18 and I-95, 
listed as the last locations on the high-priority list. 

“This department has worked steadily to install 
barriers along narrow highway medians because 
safety is our top priority and these barriers save lives,” 
Commissioner Simpson said. “New Jersey highways 
are congested, and accidents do happen,” Simpson said. 
“We will continue to invest in median barriers because 
they help prevent accidents from becoming tragedies.” 

NJDOT ultimately will install 189 miles of barrier to 
protect motorists from median crossover crashes along 
high-speed Interstates and freeways. The completion of 
high-priority locations last week brought the total of new 
barrier to 134 miles. 

The Department installed 30 miles of barrier in FY 
10 and plans to install another 14 miles in FY 11, leaving 
just 41 miles to go, all of which are in low-accident and 
therefore lower-priority areas. 


The remaining miles of barrier will be installed 
in conjunction with planned roadway resurfacing and 
reconstruction projects. The program is expected to cost 
about $39 million from the time it was announced in 2002 
through FY 11. 

Since the barrier program began in 2002, median 
crossover accidents, injuries and deaths have been reduced 
significantly. There were 69 crossover accidents in 2004, 
compared to 16 in 2007. Injured motorists or passengers fell 
from 151 to 38 in that period, and deaths were reduced from 
17 to 5. 

NJDOT developed the Cross Median Accident 
Prevention Program in response to a series of cross median 
accidents in 2002 according to Dave Bizuga, Manager 2, 
Roadway Design, who has overseen the program for the 
last 7 years. Eleven contracts were developed for 125 miles 
of median barrier protection. The last of the high-priority 
median protection contracts under the program were 
completed last week on I-95 and Route 18. 

Most median barriers consist of dual-faced beam guide 
rail. A modified three-tiered beam guide rail is used in 
locations where medians are especially narrow (30 or fewer 
feet) and where there is a high percentage of truck traffic. 


Commissioner Simpson addresses a room full of NJDOTer’s at the Succession Planning event. 


Commissioner Simpson meets Succession Planning 


All eyes were on Commissioner 
Jim Simpson when he addressed his 
first Succession Planning Leadership 
Group lunchtime seminar on 
Wednesday, June 23 in NJDOT’s 
Multipurpose Room. 


“I read many business 
publications and the two most 
important aspects of a successful 
business is how a business deals 
with change and leadership. 
Strong leaders and organizations 


NJDOT and SJTA open Exit 17 
Interchange on ACE 


On June 18, NJDOT Commissioner 
and SJTA Chairman Jim Simpson 
joined local dignitaries for the Exit 17 
Interchange opening ceremony. The 
new interchange, located in Egg Harbor 
City, joins Route 50 with the Atlantic 
City Expressway. 

“The Exit 17 Interchange project 
is another implementation example 
of “smart growth”. This new full 
interchange project makes commuting 
safer for all motorists while preserving 
open space and other environmental 
resources,” said Simpson. 

The $8.2 million expanded 
interchange project also financed the 
construction of retaining walls to 
minimize the impact on wetlands, 
roadway drainage, infiltration 
basins and included landscaping 
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Commissioner Simpson speaks at the Exit 
17 Interchange opening ceremony. 


and reforestation of the site with 
the assistance of the New Jersey 
Pinelands Commission. 


will adapt, invest, organize 

and reinvent to continually 
improve,” said Commissioner 
Simpson. “They will also energize, 
impassion and inspire those 
around them. 
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Auditing, stands along with her husband with the help of his parents, Brent with his father Jay and mother, Jackie of 

Ron and son, Brian. (Systems Management) and Roberta. Employee Support. 

NJDOT’s Employee Memorial Committee awards scholarships 
On Wednesday afternoon, June Kate Immordino, former Assistant saving medicines, Brian was 

30, Commissioner Simpson joined Commissioner of Administration and recognized for volunteering his 

the Employee Memorial Committee member of the Scholarship Review time on a weekly basis to help a 

(EMC) to award scholarships Committee presented Geoffrey with family that has triplets — two of 

to three high school students of his scholarship. them being mentally and physically 

NJDOT employees at we, handicapped. Greg Vida, 

the Employee Memorial ie ss Director, Division of 

Courtyard. iy Employee Support and 
This was the 2"4 = member of the Scholarship 

Annual Employee mm Review Committee 

Memorial Scholarship “ presented Brian with his 

Program and 21 students scholarship. 

of NJDOT employees Thomas Brown, a 

submitted applications graduate of Burlington 

as part of this year’s Township High School 


program. There were 
two $1,000 Scholarships 
awarded to Geoffrey 
Barnes (son of Brent 
Barnes) and Brian Bersch 
(son of Linda Bersch) 
and a $500 special merit 
award was presented to 
Thomas Brown (son of 


received a $500 special 
merit award from the EMC 
for his outstanding essay. 
Thomas was joined by his 
parents Jackie and Jay and 
his brother Tyler. Thomas 
will attend Burlington 
County Community College 
in the Fall. Thomas was 


Commissioner Simpson speaks to the 2010 Employee Memorial 
Scholarship winners. 


Jackie Brown). Brian Bersch, a graduate of recognized for his inspiring essay and 
Geoffrey Barnes, a graduate of Pennsbury High School received his willingness to help children who 
Union County Magnet High School a $1,000 scholarship in memory of suffer from Autism. Sandy Furness, 
received a $1,000 scholarship in Guy Lobue, one of the Employee former Employee Advocate and 
memory of Dick Hobson, a former Memorial’s Founding Fathers and member of the Scholarship Review 
NJDOT employee and member also a former NJDOT employee. Committee, presented Tom with his 
of the EMC. He was joined by Brian was joined by his parents special merit award. 
his parents Roberta and Brent. Linda and Ron. He will attend Thanks to the generosity and 
Geoffrey will attend Bucknell Schreyer Honor College at Penn State support of NJDOT employees year 
University in September. He was University this Fall. In addition to his round, the Employee Memorial 
recognized for his outstanding scholastic achievements, especially Committee is able to make these 
scholastic achievements as well as his _ his desire to pursue an engineering annual scholarships available to 


community service as an Eagle Scout. career in hopes of delivering life children of NJDOT employees. 


NJDOT welcomes back 


Bob DeSando as Assistant Commissioner 


Robert DeSando has rejoined the Department as 


Assistant Commissioner for Government and Community 


Relations. This is Bob’s second stint with the NJDOT. 
From 1997 to 1999, he was the Senior Policy Advisor 
under Commissioner Haley. 

Bob has nearly 22 years of government service and 
extensive experience in government relations, policy 
development and communications. Prior to his return 
to the NJDOT, Bob was Deputy Executive Director of 
the Assembly Republican Office, where he supervised 
communications, intergovernmental relations and policy 
development. Previously, Bob served as Press Secretary 


for two Assembly Speakers and Communications Director 


for the Assembly Republicans. 


Assistant to the state Commissioner 
of Education overseeing external 
affairs, including communications, 
government relations and federal 
education policy initiatives. For 
two years he was Director of 
Governmental Relations for the New 
Jersey School Boards Association. 
Earlier in his professional life, Bob 
was a reporter and then State House 
Bureau Chief for the Asbury Park 
Press. 

The Department would also like to welcome 
Jonathan Lowy, Director of Legislative and Constituent 
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DeSando 


During his government career, Bob was also a Special 


Services and Walter Perkins, Senior Advisor. 


Dr. Giglio joins NJDOT for a lecture 
on the future of transportation 


NJDOT Commissioner Jim 
Simpson invited Dr. Joseph M. 
Giglio to speak to NJDOT 
employees regarding the 
future of transportation 
and financial opportunities 
on Wednesday, July 21. 
With a capacity crowd in 
NJDOT’s Multipurpose 
Room, Dr. Giglio touched 
on transportation’s critical 
needs and goals with an 
emphasis on financial and 
budgetary constraints. 

“There are currently three 
facts of Transportation to point 


Obituaries 


Retiree Walter C. Cerone 
passed away on June 4. He was 
a Senior Right of Way Negotiator 
and retired in 1991. He is 
survived by his wife Dorothy; 
his 7 daughters, Carolyn, Jeanne, 
Martha, Donna, Rose, Carol, and 
Mary Jo; his son, David; and his 
sister Evelyn. 

Retiree Harold G. Yaede, Jr. 
passed away on June 30, 2010. 
He worked for over 30 years as 


Giglio 


out: transportation is in an 
infrastructure investment condition 
o ¥ ie that needs to be acted 

| upon immediately, that 
transportation needs to 
get back to basics and find 
new revenues, and that 
transportation is being 
crowded out by other 
demands such as deficits 
and debts,” said Giglio. 

“For a remedy, 

transportation agencies 
must stop earmarking and manage 
finances more efficiently, allow 
states the financial flexibility to 


an Engineer in Field Survey and 
Construction Layout before retiring 
from Utilities. He is survived 

by his wife, Catherine; his three 
sons, Harold, a current NJDOT 
employee, William and Joseph; and 
his four grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Retiree Anthony J. Verdi 
passed away on July 5, 2010. He 
retired as a Principle Highway 
Inspector in 1975. He is survived 


discover new revenue streams, and 
concentrate on greater technology, 
such as Intelligent Transportation 
Systems (ITS),” commented Giglio. 
“With this in mind, transportation 
will be held more accountable in 
the future, and therefore, now is the 
time to act.” 

Dr. Giglio is a professor of 
strategy at the College of Business 
at Northeastern University 
and author of several books 
including Unspeakable Truths: Is 
Transforming Transportation a Key 
to Solving America’s Economic 
Crisis?” 


by his daughters Rosina, 
Macky and Michele; his six 
grandchildren and eight great- 
grandchildren; and his sisters, 
Louise and Angelina. 

Retiree Ruth M. Newton 
passed away on July 8, 2010. 
She was a Senior Building 
Maintenance Worker in Support 
Services and retired in July 1991. 
She is survived by her sister Lois 
and several nieces and nephews. 
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NJIDOT remembers Joe Kealey 
with Employee Memorial plaque 


On Thursday, July 22, Commissioner Simpson, 
Emergency Service Patrol (ESP) and other representatives 
from Traffic Operations, New Jersey State Police and 
NJDOT employees joined members of the Joe Kealey 
family and the Employee Memorial Committee to unveil 
a plaque in his honor on the Employee Memorial Wall. 
Joe represents the 36" member of the NJDOT family to 
have died while serving the State of New Jersey. 

“Joe is remembered for many things — a dedicated 
public servant, a true gentleman, a devoted father, and a 
friend to everyone,” said Commissioner Simpson. “Let 
us all rededicate our efforts towards safety and vigilance, 
with a strong sense of purpose and commitment, so that 
the terrible loss of Joe is not in vain.” 

The ceremony began with a processional led by New 
Jersey State Police Pipe Band Member, Sergeant Daniel 
Murphy followed by introductions from Dennis Motiani, 
Director of Traffic Operations, Invocation by Al Brenner, 
Director of Support Services, and the Pledge of Allegiance 
directed by ESP representatives. 

A vocal selection was performed by Minister Joy 
Paden-Morrison of the Macedonia Baptist Church in 
Trenton. Further remarks were given by Major Heidi 
Scripture, Deputy Branch Commander, Field Operations 
Section of the New Jersey State Police, Jim Hogan, 
Executive Director, Statewide Traffic Operations and 
Norm Hamilton, Shift Supervisor of Cherry Hill ESP 
and close friend of Joe Kealey. Pat, Jessica and Jacyln — 
“although you have lost a loved one, you have gained a 
family — the NJDOT family and we will be here for you 
when you need us,” said Hamilton. 


Pat Kealey, wife of Joe Kealey, gives remarks on behalf of her 
husband as Dennis Motiani looks on. 


Jessica Kealey, eldest daughter of Joe provided 
a tribute to her Dad which was followed by loving 
remarks from Joe’s wife, Pat. “Joe loved working for 
NJDOT. He would always stop and help motorists, so 
this job was tailor-made for him and he loved it,” said 
Joe’s wife, Pat. “On behalf of myself, my daughters, 
Jessica and Jaclyn and our entire family, NJDOT will 
always stay in our hearts.” 

After Joe’s memorial plaque was unveiled by 
Commissioner Simpson and Mrs. Kealey and a wreath 
placed under Joe’s plaque by daughters Jessica and 
Jaclyn, Vince Cortese, Manager of Traffic Operations 
South presented the family with an American flag 
flown in Iraq by Senior Master Sergeant and NJDOT 
employee, David Reimer. 

A bell was then tolled for each of the 36 fallen 
NJDOT gentlemen who sacrificed their lives while 
performing their jobs. The closing prayer was led by 
Paul Peterson, ESP Operator from the Springfield ESP 
Yard. 

Ceremony attendees received a Palm Card 
dedicated to Joe that discusses New Jersey’s Move 
Over Law. This law, enacted in January, 2009, requires 
drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles, tow 
trucks and other highway safety vehicles displaying 
flashing lights, to move over one lane, or if not safe to 
move over, then to slow down below the posted speed 
limit. Failure to move over or slow down is punishable 
by a fine of $100.00 to $500.00. These cards will be 
distributed by ESP Drivers when they stop to assist 
motorists. 


